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Worksheet: Modulation

A. Prelude in C major from Bach�s Well-Tempered Clavier, Book I

We are going to wade a little bit into this popular piece, in order to observe a fairly representative

modulation.  As you do your roman numerals, you�ll see that we shift from C major to another closely-

related key.  Mark the chord that seems to function equally well in both keys with our �pivot chord�

notation.



B. Schubert�s �Die Forelle� (The Trout)

This is a cute little song that is also the basis of the �Trout� Quintet.  The sextuplet figure in the

accompaniment is supposed to represent a fish leaping from the water.  This may look thorny, but

it�s really quite simple - give it a listen first, and remember that the left hand of the piano part is your

friend when it comes to figuring out the harmonies.  This one modulates briefly to a closely-related

key and then back again.  Don�t bother marking all the NCTs (unless you really feel like it.)





In einem Bächlein helle,

Da schoß in froher Eil�

Die launische Forelle

Vorüber vie ein Pfeil.

Ich stand am dem Gestade

Und sah in süßer Ruh�

Des muntern Fischleins Bade

Im klaren Bächlein zu.

In a limpid brooklet

the skittish trout

darted around in joyous haste

like an arrow.

I stood on the bank

and in quiet contentment

watched the merry little fish

bathing in the clear stream.


